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PLEASE SUPPORT

HB - 1248

The Colorado Safe Personal Care Products Act
Sponsors:  Representative Primavera and Senator Boyd

Background:  Many personal care products contain chemicals known to cause cancer and reproductive toxicity.  Neither the Federal Drug Administration nor the state of Colorado requires safety testing or approval of products such as lotions, shampoos, deodorants, sunscreens and make-up.  Alternatives to harmful chemicals are available for use in personal care products.  Small and large manufacturers, including 35 Colorado companies, have eliminated toxic ingredients from their products.  However, many manufacturers continue to include ingredients in their products that are dangerous for children and adults.

The Colorado Safe Personal Care Products Act prohibits the sale or distribution of personal care products that contain a chemical identified by recognized scientific bodies as causing cancer or reproductive toxicity.
What Are Personal Care Products?  
Personal care products include any article intended to be rubbed, poured, sprinkled or sprayed on, introduced into, or otherwise applied to the human body for cleansing, beautifying, promoting attractiveness, or altering a person’s appearance (consistent with the US “Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act” definition for “cosmetics”). The average person uses 12 products per day and the cumulative exposure over a lifetime can lead to health problems, including cancer.     

Enforcement:  The bill allows private citizen to file a suit to enforce the act.  The prevailing plaintiff can recover attorney fees and costs.  If a manufacturer violates the act, the bill authorizes the imposition of a civil penalty of up to $5,000 per violation per product for the first offense and up to $10,000 per violation per product for a second or subsequent offense.  Any civil penalties collected would be credited to the General Fund.  The law would be effective September 1, 2011.
What’s happening in Colorado and around the world? 
· Companies have reformulated products for the European Union, Canada and California but continue to sell products in Colorado with toxic ingredients.  
· Washington and California have passed similar laws.  Other states, such as Connecticut, Hawaii, Illinois, Maine, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Maryland, New York and Rhode Island have introduced laws that limiting exposure to dangerous ingredients in personal care products.
· Even the most educated consumer has difficulty understanding what the ingredients are in a product and all ingredients are not required to be on the label.
· There are 35 Colorado-based companies that have safe personal care products. This local economy continues to grow and create green jobs that will stay in Colorado. 
Supporting Organizations:
Colorado Women’s Lobby
All Natural Creations
American College of Nurse Midwives-Colorado
Aurora Nova
Clean Water Action

Colorado Children’s Campaign
Colorado Environmental Coalition

Komen, Denver Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure
Lemon Grass Spa

Lily Organics

Environment Colorado

Annae Geoceutical Skin Care
Elegant Minerals

Women’s Voices for the Earth
Queen B Skin Care
Contact:  Jennifer Miles,  303-668-3979,  jennifer@milesgovtrealtions.com
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